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And so we’ve arrived at the end of another school year; for me this 
is also the end of our first year together. What a fantastic year it’s 
been for our school. I feel so proud of the achievements of the 
students at Buckley Park and I’m full of eager anticipation for the 
future and for what I believe we can achieve together. 
 
As we approach the pointy end of the year it sometimes feels like 
schools couldn’t be any busier. There are students working 
diligently for their exams and there are some nerves about results; 
there are teachers leaving our school and new ones being 
appointed; there are fabulous and important school events taking 
place; reports are being written; we meet many new students and 
families and complex planning is taking place for the 2014 school 
year ahead. It really is a busy time, but it’s also a very exciting time 
in schools too.  
 
These past few weeks alone have provided some memorable 
events showcasing the talents of our students and staff again. Just 
last week, the Annual Art Exhibition took place here at school in 
the PAC. The opening night was a wonderful success as we 
awarded prizes to students from every year level. The standard of 
the work this year is extraordinary. It was great to talk to so many 
families who were able to join us for the exhibition opening night to 
support our students and their creative flair.  
 
My sincere thanks to Lara Karasavvidis and the Art, 
Technology and Media teachers for their energy, commitment 
and skill in preparing and exhibiting the 2013 collection. I’m very 
much looking forward to showing off some of these fabulous pieces 
in the front of the school soon.  
 
On Thursday November 21, we celebrated our graduating class of 
2013 with the annual Valedictory Dinner. Held in a large 
reception centre, the dinner was a wonderful evening where 
students, parents and teachers celebrated the achievements, 
friendships and future plans of the Year 12 class of 2013. 
  
Our School Captains, Maroushka and Luis joined forces one 
final time as they delivered yet another poised, entertaining and 
moving speech reflecting on their years at our school. Along with 
the Captains, we also listened with smiles and laughter as the 
students’ Year 12 Coordinator, Kathleen McGarrity entertained 
the appreciative crowd with stories about the students as they have 
grown up together at BPC.  
 
The night before the Valedictory Dinner, the Buckley Park 
College Music Concert was held at The Clocktower Centre. This 
year’s concert was themed around the title One Feather. The 
concert featured students from across all year levels performing in 
the concert band, string groups, the choir, the stage band and of 
course back-stage crews as well.  
 
It was such a pleasure to be part of the audience watching and 
listening as our students created a flawless display of musical 
prowess. On behalf of the whole school I warmly congratulate 
each of the students and our team of music teachers for their 
excellent performances. I also acknowledge and thank the 
Director of Music, David Sibley, for his outstanding work to bring 
the concert to our students and community. I also thank you, the 
families and friends of our young musicians for the support you 
give to the program.  

It’s such a privilege to be part of 
these special events. It’s nights 
like these that our students will 
remember long into the future, 
and so too will we their teachers 
and families. We’re lucky at our 
school to have students who are 
willing to have a go, to take the 
stage, to perform for an audience 
and who are so pleased to share their successes with their 
families. This doesn’t just happen; it takes work, it takes inspiration 
and it takes the commitment and talents of our teaching staff. As 
we approach the end of this year, I know you will join me in 
thanking our teachers and support staff for the work they do every 
day to enable our students to do their very best.  
 
We truly have an outstanding staff at Buckley Park and I thank 
them for a great year’s work. We have teachers leaving us this 
year as they move on to new opportunities, to promotions and 
taking opportunities to travel the world. As these teachers move 
on, we thank them for all that they’ve brought to our school and our 
students. We now look forward to welcoming some new staff to our 
school, confident in the knowledge that each of these newly 
appointed teachers will add their own special skills and insights as 
we focus Buckley Park College firmly on the future and future 
success for every single student here with us.  
 
Next year will be a big year for our school. Next year is a year of 
review which means our students, staff and you, our community, 
will work together to reflect on the past 4 years, and then plan our 
strategic direction for the period 2014 – 2018. It’s an exciting time 
and enables me and us a chance to articulate a new, shared vision 
of the future for our school. 
 
In 2014 we’ll implement our BYOD policy for our Years 7-9 
students; we’ll focus on learning growth at the individual student 
level; we’ll strengthen our culture of continuous improvement; we’ll 
finalise the building project for our Centre for Young Writers; we’ll 
begin to explore the thinking of positive psychology as a whole 
school…and much, much more.  
 
At the end of my first year here at Buckley Park I’d like to take this 
opportunity to thank you for the warm welcome you’ve given me as 
we begin and continue our work together. I’m full of anticipation 
and excitement for what the future holds for our school and look 
forward to another great year together in 2014. 
Merry Christmas. Wishing you a safe and happy holiday break. 
 
Nathan Chisholm 
Principal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE 2014 
At Buckley Park College we believe that today’s students think, connect and communicate differently to students 
who were at school even a few years ago. We are aware that our students live in a world where information can be 
accessed and shared quickly over the Internet, where they can communicate with peers and create new 
knowledge. 
 

The recommend device for 2014 is one of a range: we know some students like working with tablets and we want to utilise their enthusiasm and 
interest. Equally this applies to netbooks and other devices.  
 

Year 7, 8 & 9 2014 Year 10, 11 & 12 2014 

A varied suite approach 
Parent funded bring your own device (BYOD) from the 
recommended list below. 

1:1 Laptop Program  
Laptops have been funded as part of the NSSCF funding.  

 
RECOMMENDED DEVICE LIST 
 

Tablet        Basic Notebook/Laptop 
iPad – (recommend 10”)        or       Windows 8 Tablet      Any 12” – 15.6” screen    Core i5 or above   Windows minimum 
 
Ultrabook 
Macbook Pro or Air                or         Windows 8 Ultrabook 
 

For further information or any queries please contact Harry Mc Dowall 
 
 

Textbooks and Second Hand Textbooks  
We are looking forward to working with Landmark to supply our textbooks for the coming years. The website is www.elandmark.com.au  with the 
code AZ2W for our Buckley Park booklists. Please also be aware of the very useful second hand book site for both buying and selling unwanted 
textbooks. 
The site is www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au  and the feedback from parents using this site has been very positive. 
 
 
End of Semester Two 
Students will soon be completing Semester Two and many will be thinking how did they go and will reflect on their achievements and their level 
of effort. For many students their hard work and determination has brought about a sense of achievement and satisfaction: deservedly many 
students have worked to understand, remember, analyse, compare and contrast, do and learn. For some students particular subject 
assessment tasks have proven to be a challenge with mixed outcomes. So where do students go from here? It’s important for students and 
parents to take the time to read and re-read the feedback teachers have provided and pay particular attention to the suggestions teachers have 
made for progress and improvement.  
 
Let’s look at what some general feedback comments actually mean in terms of learning behaviours in the classroom:  
Pay attention: to listen to (follow) instructions, to know what to do, to make eye contact and not talk.  
To Practice: to repeat, to train, a routine, to run through several times.  
More preparation: to get ready and be ready, thinking first, it’s what you do before you start.  
Better use of: preferable, more suitable, more appropriate.  
Ask questions: to clarify or make clear the instructions, to ask why, to be curious.  
Ask for assistance: we all need help and our teachers are there to help your child learn.  
Using his or her planner: this is part of being prepared, none of us remembers everything.  
 
To improve next year your child should, at the beginning of each lesson, be aware of the learning goal and at the end of a lesson your child can 
check their performance by asking themselves , “Did I achieve the learning goal?”, “Did I pay attention today?”, “Did I make better use of my 
time in today’s class?” and parents should ask to see their child’s planner. Planning is the first step toward improvement.  

  
 
 

Richard Jones 
Assistant Principal – Curriculum 
 
 
 

 

http://www.elandmark.com.au/
http://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/


 

 

 

END OF YEAR ARRANGEMENTS  
 
Year 7 & 8 Students 
Curriculum Planning: Thursday 12th December 2013.  Students are not required at school on this day. 
Lockers cleaned out: Friday 13th December, 2013 
Special program: Wednesday 18th and Thursday 19th December, 2013 
Last day of school: Thursday 19th December, 2013 
 
Year 9 Students 
Curriculum Planning: Thursday 12th December 2013.  Students are not required at school on this day. 
Lockers cleaned out: Friday 13th December, 2013 
Last day of school: Tuesday 17th December, 2013 
 
Year 10 Students 
Year 10 to Year 11 Senior School Orientation Program – Monday 2nd December, 2013 to Friday 6th December, 2013 
Friday 6th December, 2013 last day of classes  
 
Year 11 Students 
Year 11 to Year 12 Senior School Orientation Program – Monday 25th November to Friday 29th November, 2013 
Friday 29th November, 2013 last day of classes for Year 11 students 
 
BUCKLEY PARK COLLEGE AWARDS PRESENTATION CEREMONY 
Tuesday 17th December, 2013 1:30pm 
College Sports Hall 
 
Families are reminded of the annual Awards Presentation Ceremony to take place on Tuesday 17th December, 2013.  This assembly will 
recognise our top achievers in all levels as well as our Year 12 graduating class. 
 
All students are expected to attend. 
Students are required to wear full school uniform for the assembly. 
Family members are welcome.  Please advise the office if you are attending. 
 
Student Reports 
Student end of semester reports will be available after 3:00pm on Tuesday 17th December 2013.  
The reports can be downloaded from the student and parent portal 
 
SCHOOL GENERAL OFFICE CLOSES AT 10:00am ON FRIDAY 20th DECEMBER, 2014 
 
2014 TERM DATES 
Term 1: 28th January (teachers start)  
              29th  January (students start) to 4th March *  
 
Term 2: 22 April to 27 June 
 
Term 3: 14 July to 19 September 
 
Term 4: 6 October to 19 December 
 

UNIFORM 
 
Students and parents need to be mindful that all students are expected to be in school uniform from the first day of school in 2014. 
Please ensure that uniform requirements are organised over the summer vacation. Our uniform supplier, Dobsons, will be 
operating from Monday 21st January 2014 at the Uniform Shop. The exact hours are available on the College website.  
  
Geoff Currie 
Assistant Principal – Student Development 
  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once again we come to that time to send another group of Year Sevens through to Year Eight and prepare for another group of Sevens coming in. With regard 

to the newies it is always exciting to meet new faces and introduce them into the Buckley Park life and way of doing things.  As I said at the Parent Information 

Evening I hope they are getting excited as well as prepared about meeting the challenges of 2014 in the best possible way. 

The Year Sevens of 2013 as a group in my opinion have had a great year in the way they have gone about their school life as engaged and successful 

students and considerate citizens. Overall the future of Buckley Park is in safe hands while they are part of it. I congratulate them and wish them well. There 

are of course some who can take a bit more direction from their end of year reports towards greater levels of achievement in future years. For the majority they 

should always aim high. 

Congratulations go to all our award winners across the level. The difficulty we had in selecting these certainly supports my earlier comments. 

I hope all will remember and thank their Form Teachers at the end of the year as they are the ones who have nurtured and brought them to this stage (Year 

Eight) so well and should be recognised for a job well done. They are of course 7PL Simon Polidori, 7HS Vicky Hamsitzis, 7MK Matthew Majewski, 7SD Anne 

Sced, 7SN Danielle Santangelo and 7HN Phil Hallinan. We are fortunate to have, along with the rest of our Year Seven teachers, such a wonderful team. 

Wishing all a great break and success to all.  

Don Laurence 

Year 7 & Transition Coordinator 

 

 

YEAR 7 2013 

 

 
Eligible applicants will need to fill in an application form (available from the General Office) and must provide the office with the original Centrelink Pensioner 
Concession or Healthcare Card for us to sight and copy for our records. The applicant’s signature on the application form will authorise Centrelink to check on 
current entitlement. A new application needs to be submitted at the beginning of every year.  
 
To be eligible to receive EMA parents or guardians of students up to the age of 16 whom hold a current pensioner concession or health care/benefit card on the 

first day of this term can apply. 

The closing date for applications is 28 February. Unfortunately applications received after the above date cannot be accepted 

 

 

 

EDUCATIONAL MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE 

 

 

On Friday the 15th of November the following students represented the school at the intermediate girls cricket state finals:  Annabel Ng © Brydie Siryj (vc), 

Amelia Krassaris, Tayla Fordham, Tia Deoki, Rebecca Lobianco, Lauren Zampatti, Chloe Heywood, Hannah Peterlechner, Alli Fisher, Lourdes Anthony, 

Georgia Taylor, Kealy Siryj. 

All the girls did their very best against very good opposition who then went onto win the final. It was great to see how they all worked together and supported 

each other as a team and that they really enjoyed themselves. Special thanks to Zac Margariti & Tim Roberts for their coaching, umpiring and scoring.  

Wayne Tobin 

Sport Teacher 

 

 

 

INTERMEDIATE GIRLS CRICKET TEAM 2013 

 



 

 

 

 

This year the Art Exhibition was, as it always is, a great success.  Holding it in the Performing Arts Centre saw huge numbers of students 

walking through and being inspired; both by seeing their own work up in a professional context and by viewing artwork from their peers and 

students in the years above them.  The Art department would like to congratulate all students who had work in the exhibition and all the students 

who have participated so enthusiastically in the Arts program this year.  We too are constantly inspired by the work that you create.  In particular 

we would like to congratulate the following students who won awards at each year level: 

Year 12 John Maher Memorial Prize – Elliot Kuhlman 

Year 12 VCD Award – Charlotte Matthews 

Year 11 Award – Stephanie Rinaldi 

Year 10 Award – Alicia Monsone 

Year 9 Awards – Lily Tran and Lili Holden 

Year 8 Award – Aaron Le 

Year 7 – Milly Cram 

Technology Award – Vaia Papadopoulos  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ART SHOW 



 

 

 

Holiday Borrowing 

Students will be able to borrow reading material for the holidays during the last week of term. Please visit the library to stock up on your 

favourite genre for the coming break. 

 

Holiday Reading Suggestions 

 

 

The Boy on the Wooden Box – a memoir by Leon Leyson  (Biography) 

The darkest of times can unleash the worst in human nature – and also the best. Leon Leyson has lived through those times.    

 

 

Dust and Decay – Jonathan Maberry  (Horror)  

Benny, Nix and Tom has returned from the heart of the Rot and Ruin with a plan. Ever since they saw a plane fly over the zombie-

infested wasteland they’ve been clinging to the idea that where is somewhere out there where people live without fear.                                     

 

 

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe – C.S. Lewis The chronicles of Narnia; book 2 (Classic) 

Four adventures step throught a wardrobe door and into the land of Narnia – a world enslaved by the power of the White Witch. 

 

 

Darke – Angie Sage -Septimus Heap – Wizard apprentice ; book 6 (Fantasy) 

Septimus is about to enter Darke Week, the most dangerous stage in his apprenticeship. But, as it begins, a Darke Domaine 

swallows up the castle, threatening to consume the entire Magkal world. 

 

 

Wild Boy – Rob Lloyd Jones (Crime) 

In 1840s London, the star attraction of a travelling freak show is Wild Boy, whose unfortunate appearance has condemned him to a 
miserable life of rejection and ridicule. As Wild Boy plots his escape from this intolerable existence, he sharpens his Sherlock 
Holmes-like talent for observation and deduction.  
 
 
The Road to Gundagai – Jackie French (History) Matilda saga ; book 3 

Blue Laurence has escaped the prison of her aunt’s mansion to join the Magnifico Family Circus, a travelling troupe that brings 

glamourand laughter to country towns gripped by the Depression. Blue hides her crippled legs and scars behind the sparkle of a 

mermaid costume; but she’s not the only member of the circus hiding a dark secret.  

 

 

These Broken Stars – Amie Kaufman & Meagan Spooner – The Starbound Trilogy (Sci Fi) 

Lilac is the daughter of the richest man in the universe. Tarver comes from nothing, a young war hero who learned long ago that 

girls like Lilac are more trouble than they’re worth. But with only each other to reply on Lilac and Tarver must work together, making 

a tortuous journey across eerie, deserted terrain to seek help.  

 

 

Heros of Olympus : the Demigod Diaries – Rick Riordan (Fantasy) 

Runaway demigods Luke and Thalia face untold dangers on their way to camp Half-Blood. Percy Jackson and Annabeth must 

rescue stolen goods from a fire-breathing giant who doesn’t take kindly to intruders. Leo, Piper and Jason have to dodge a band of 

party-loving maenads. Discover these three never-before-seen short stories. 

 

 

Overdue Reminders 

Students should make sure that they return any items borrowed from the Library.  Notice will be sent to Form Assembly. Please see the Library 

staff if you any concerns. Students with overdue books will not be able to borrow for the holidays. 

 

Best wishes for a safe and happy holiday. 

BPC Library 

 

FROM THE LIBRARY 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DOBSON'S UNIFORM SHOP 

Telephone: 9337 3651   email: buc@dobsons.com.au 

Regular Trading Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1pm - 4pm 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Thursday 12 December is the last trading day for 2013 

 

 

The Uniform Shop will re-open at 9am on Monday 20 January 2014. 

 

January 2014 Trading Hours 

 

Monday  20/01/2014  9.00am – 1.00pm 

Tuesday  21/01/2014  9.00am – 1.00pm  

Wednesday  22/01/2014  9.00am – 1.00pm 

Thursday   23/01/2014  9.00am – 1.00pm 

Friday   24/01/2014 9.00am – 1.00pm 

Monday  27/01/2014  Australia Day Holiday - Closed 

Tuesday             28/01/2014 9.00 am –3.00 pm 

Wednesday      29/01/2014     8.00 am –11.00 am     Students Commence 

Thursday           30/01/2014     1.00pm – 4.00pm 

 

As of Tuesday 4th February 2014 the Uniform Shop hours will resume to normal. 

 

THE UNIFORM SWAP SHOP 
 

 Buy and sell uniforms, books, sports equipment and other items 

 

Visit: 

 

www.uniformswapshop.com.au 

 

Every sale assists OUR school community and 

  

The Alannah and Madeline Foundation 

 

The site provides 24-hour access to goods and is simple to navigate 

No commissions 100% of money received by the seller 

 

www.uniformswapshop.com.au 

 

 
 
 

 

DOBSONS UNIFORM SHOP 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Lisa Eltham, this year’s winner of our Christmas Cake Raffle. 

Special thanks to Pam Matthews for making and donating to the school this beautiful cake. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CAKE RAFFLE 2013 

 

http://www.uniformswapshop.com.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact: friendsofbpc@gmail.com 

 

Alcohol Awareness Presentation 

Earlier in the week FoBP proudly sponsored a session with guest speaker Vanessa Bate from Victoria Police. Her presentation to parents about Youth, Alcohol 

and the Law was both interesting and very informative. 

 

Christmas Raffle 

Winners of the 2013 FoBP Christmas Raffle are: 

 

Major Prize Winner  

Laptop Computer - Panopoulos Family 

Other Prize Winners 

Clarke Rubber Niddrie Pool Poker Set - Loretta Sheely 

Sue Sensi Pearl Necklace - Sally Savic 

NMHQ Moroccan Cookbook & Skewer Set - Taylor-Jones Family  

Arthur Reed School Photo Voucher - Bohan 

Signed Copy of 'Dawn of the Valiant' by Julian Saheed- Carolyn Conti 

Dobson's Voucher - Helen Clark 

The Wicked Yak Voucher - Bev Cottee 

Milieu Soy Candle Starter Set - Maroushka  

Sue Sensi Bracelet - Leo Acevedo 

Webster Handmade Christmas Decorations - Mai 

 

Thank you to everybody who bought raffle tickets. 

 

Brick Pavers 

Please Note: Tuesday 10 December 2013 is the final date for completed order forms to be submitted to the office.  

You can still purchase your Engraved Brick Paver in 4 easy steps: 

1 ~ Download a form from the school website or collect one from the office. 

2 ~ Fill in your contact details and the text you want engraved on the paver. (Maximum 34 spaces) 

3 ~ Go online to http://trybooking.com/BMVK and follow the prompts to make a payment. (Please note: Booking ID = Receipt Number) 

4 ~ Return your completed form to the office for FoBP collection. 

 

Friends of Buckley Park Awards 

It is with great pleasure and pride that we announce the inaugural FoBP Awards, which will be presented at the Awards Presentation Ceremony.  

 

Jubilee Theatre Fund 

Friends of Buckley Park are committed to helping the school achieve its goal to build a new Performing Arts Theatre, which will benefit the whole BPC 

community. We have pledged a donation this year in support of this project, with more to follow. 

 

FoBP Mailing List 

If you would like to be updated about Friends of Buckley Park events or projects, email friendsofbpc @gmail.com and request to be put on the mailing list. 

 

Thank You 

Thank you to everyone who has supported Friends of Buckley Park throughout the year. This includes all our sponsors, particularly our generous major 

sponsor, NELSON ALEXANDER ESSENDON.  

 

Thank you also to our fabulous 2013 Committee members: 

Evelyn Ali, Jen Brinsmead, Dianne Carrington, Bev Cottee, Cathleen Cramm, Raelene McCool, Brenda McDonald, Elaine McDuff, Marie Overman, 

Vaia Solakis, Kelly Stewart and Spiro Tsironis, whose hard work and enthusiasm made possible all the 2013 FoBP projects. 

New committee members are always welcome so if you would like to join the Friends of Buckley Park Committee in 2014, please email 

friendsofbpc@gmail.com 

Merry Christmas and have a relaxing and safe summer break. 

See you all at the next Friends of Buckley Park event. 

 

Nola Kalaitzidis 

Friends of Buckley Park Liaison 

 

 

FRIENDS OF BUCKLEY PARK  

 

mailto:friendsofbpc@gmail.com
mailto:friendsofbpc@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can you help in the Canteen? 
 

The school’s canteen is a very 
important service to students and 
staff. It is only able to operate 
because of the commitment and 
dedication of our volunteers. 
 

The canteen is a busy, friendly, work 
place and even if you don’t feel that 
you could serve the counter or 
handle money, there are plenty of 
things to do that would be of great 
assistance. 
 

We would love you to call in and see 
for yourself just how important the 
canteen is to the school community. 
All profits from the canteen go to the 
school to provide facilities for our 
students. 
 

So if you have a spare few hours 
once a month or once a term, we 
would love to hear from you. 
 

Please contact  
Connie Zahra  
Canteen Manager 
on 9331 9908 

  
   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CANTEEN 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

 


